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Concerto-JZLria Concert 
J{unois State 1.lniversity Symphony Orchestra 
ylenn 'B[ock;, Conauctor 
Braden Auditorium 
Sunday Evening 
April 22, 2001 
7:00 p.m. 
The one hundred and thirty-fifth program of the 2000-2001 Season. 
Program 
Concerto in A Major, K. 622 (1791) 
· III. Allegro 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(1756-1791) 
Ivcny Se6astian, clarinet • 
Concerto for Trumpet ( 1950) Aleksandr Grigori Harutyunyan 
(born 1920) 
~{{y WatKjns, trumpet• 
from Porgy and Bess (1935) 
Summertime 
My Man's Gone Now 
'Tracy 'l(fiyru, soprano • 
Concerto in D Major, Op. 77 (1878) 
I. Allegro 
:Hua Xu, vioun • 
George Gershwin 
(1898-1937) 
book written by DuBose Heyward 
( 1885-1940) 
Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) 
* Winners of the 2001 Illinois State University Concerto-Aria Competition 
lntermissi.on 
Symphony No. 4, in F Minor, Op. 36 (1877-78) 
Andante sostenuto, Moderato con anima 
Andantino in modo di canzone 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
(I 840-1893) 
Scherzo: Pizzicato ostinato 
Allegro con fuoco 
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Program :J{pte.s 
Sympftuny 'l{p. 4 
Standing outside the nationalist circle of other Russian composers of the mid-nineteenth 
centu ry, Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) nevertheless has maintained his prominence 
as the most important composer of 19th century Russian music. His solid and formal 
musical training at St. Petersburg Conservatory allowed him to absorb firmly the European 
symphonic tradition in a deep original , personal and national style. But his national spirit is 
instinctive rather than consciously sought out, and thus he d_istinguished himself from those 
of the other nationalists. 
The year 1877 played a particularly fateful role in Tchaikovsky's life, which was already 
amply dramatic. In 1877, while he wrote his Symphony No.4, Tchaikovsky was involved in 
relationships with two women: Madame Nadezhda von Meck, a wealthy railway heiress; 
and his new wife, Antonina lvanovna Milyukova, a neurotic and suicidal 28-year-old who 
had written an unsolicited love letter to him . Neither relationship was romantic. 
Tchaikovsky personally never met Mme von Meck and, at her request, only exchanged 
their thoughts and concerns in correspondence. Madame von- Meck remained as 
Tchaikovsky's patron for the next 14 years. 
The Symphony No. 4 was drafted and completed in the whole period of his rash and hasty 
maniage, among the most disastrous periods in his entire life. A week before their meeting, 
with the first three movements of the Symphony already sketched in full, his attention was 
drawn to Pushkin's epic play Eugene Onegin as a possible opera project. Onegin's heartless 
rejection of Tatiana became autobiographically reminiscent of his own affairs. 
With the last movement of the Symphony now also finished, Tschaikovsky started to 
compose his opera Eugene Onegin. But his disastrous marriage soon forced him to put his 
pen down. He fled from her and, unable to stand the emotional suffering, he made an 
attempt at suicide. Tchaikovsky began to recover when he traveled to Switzerland, France, 
and Italy. With the support of Madame von Meck and others, he was able to begin 
composing again. He completed the scoring of the Symphony No. 4 in January 1878 and the 
complete opera Eugene Onegin was also completed in February of the same year. The 
Symphony was first performed on February 22 at St. Petersburg and he confided to a friend 
that it was" ... the best thing I have done". Tchaikovsky was then 38 years old. 
Tchaikovsky dedicated the Symphony No. 4 to Madame von Meck The unaccompanied, 
motto-like fanfare on the horns of the introduction embodies the "fate, that ineluctable 
power of destiny which like a Damocles sword constantly hangs over our heads and 
steadily poisons our souls." Summarizing the whole content of the movement, it says: 
"Thus the whole of life is a perpetual change between cruel reality, fleeting visions and 
joyful daydreams. There is no harbor. We are tossed here and there by the waves until the 
sea consumes us." The second movement illustrates " ... another picture of suffering. It is 
that remarkable feeling which seizes us of an evening when we are alone ... " The third 
movement, a brilliant pizzicato scherzo for strings with the portrait of a drunken peasant in 
the trio and a distant military band . at the close. For the fourth movement Tchaikovsky 
describes the following: "When you find no occasion for joy in yourself, look for joy in 
other people. Mix among the people and see how cheerful things are ... But barely have 
you had the chance to lose yourself that again unremitting fate appears, clamoring for 
attention. The crowd does not notice that you are lonely and sad." But at the end he 
concludes full of optimism: "There are great and simple joys, gain serenity from the joys of 
others. Life is tolerable after all!" 
Program notes contributed by Hua Xu and Xavier Kimble 
Perstmaf 9,{pus: 6y Xavur 'l(wwk (fresfimatt vwfmist) 
There are many times in our daily lives when we feel that we cannot go on. Life seems 
unbearable , and the stress of living seems to take over. 111ere are times when we feel as if 
we are alone, and no one is there to console us. There are even times when some of us 
think about taking our own lives, and how o_thers might feel if we vanished from the face of 
the earth. Everyone goes through pain and suffering, whether they be rich or poor, smart or 
ignorant, and big or small. Therefore, we must realize that we are never alone, there is 
always something or someone that is happy and full of cheer. If we cannot find joy and 
happiness in ourselves, we should find and mingle with other people that are happy. Just as 
Tchaikovsky himself stated, "Mix among the people and see how cheerful things are ." 
Sometimes we feel as if fate will vanquish us , and we are condemned to failure. We must 
realize that we are not the only ones suffering, but there are many other people in the world 
whose situations are much worse than ours. We must look at the good things in life to keep 
us going on. And most of all, we must realize that we are put on this earth to bring joy, 
happiness, and inspire other people who may be going through the same quandaries as we 
are, and remember that life is wo11derf11/. 
{jknn 2/wck,has served since 1990 as the Director of Orchestras and Opera and Professor of 
Conducting at Illinois State University. Since 1983, he has also served as Music Director 
of the Youth Symphony of Kansas City's Symphony Orchestra, leading the Kansas City 
Youth Symphony program to being one of the largest and most recognized youth symphony 
programs in the country. Prior to coming to Illinois in the fall of 1990, Dr. Block served 
for 15 years as Director of Orchestras and Professor of Conducting at the Conservatory of 
Music of the University of Missouri - Kansas City and Music Director of the Kansas City 
Civic Orchestra. Born in Brooklyn, Dr. Block was educated at the Eastman School of 
Music. He received his Ph.D. from the University of California at San Diego. 
A frequent guest conductor, he has appeared in over 42 states with all-state and professional 
orchestras. This year, he will be conducting the all-state orchestras of Texas, Wisconsin, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and regional orchestras in Illinois, Missouri and Kansas. 
Foreign guest conducting has included a residency at the Fountainebleau Conservertoire in 
France, and appearances in Estonia, Russia, France, Italy, Spain and Colombia. Since 1983, 
Dr. Block has led the Youth Symphony of Kansas City on three international tours to Spain 
(1992), Canada (1996) and Italy (2000) and three national tours to Chicago, St. Louis and 
New York's Carnegie Hall. The Youth Symphony of Kansas City was also invited by 
MENC to be the broadcast orchestra for the 1995 World's Largest Concert and to perform 
at the 1996 MENC annual convention. In the summer of 2000, Dr. Block and the Youth 
Symphony of Kansas City were invited to appear as Festival Orchestra at the Western 
Slopes Music Festival in Crested Butte, Colorado and at a series of festivals in northern 
Italy and Tuscany. 
During summers, Dr. Block has served as Resident Conductor of the Western Slopes Music 
Festival in Crested Butte, Colorado. He has also served on the faculty of the National Music 
Camp at Interlochen as Resident Conductor of the World Youth Symphony Orchestra, and 
at the Interlochen Arts Academy as Visiting Conductor. In addition, he has served as Music 
Director of the Summer Festival Orchestra at the Rocky Ridge Music Center in Estes Park, 
Colorado. In the summer of 2001, Dr. Block will return to Italy to conduct at a series of 
festivals with Italian orchestras and to teach conducting at the Academica Boccherini in 
Lucca. Dr. Block has been widely recognized as a teacher of conducting, performing 
master classes throughout the United States, Canada, Europe and South America. In the 
summer of I 995, he was on the faculty of the National String Workshop at the University 
of Wisconsin - Madison as principal conducting teacher. Since 1995, Dr. Block has served 
as Conference Director of the nationally recognized summer conducting workshop, The 
Conductors Studio at Illinois State. 
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Ivory Se6astian is a graduate of West Aurora High School. She was a member of the Wind 
Ensemble for three years while attending high school. She also participated in her high 
school marching band, pep band, pit orchestra, and jazz band. She has studied privately 
with Beverly Anderson and David Mailto for six years. She was a member of the Elgin 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. She was a participant in I.M .E.A. for three years and in the 
Honors Band both her junior and senior year of high school. Ivory Sebastian is cunently a 
freshman music education and performance major. She is in the Wind Symphony, 
Symphonic Winds, and a Woodwind Quintet. 
'Imcy Marie 'l(fiyne is cunently a senior at Illinois State University completing her Bachelor 
of Music in Vocal Performance. She has appeared in several ISU musical productions, 
including Cabaret, Working, The Magic Flute, and Dido and Aeneas. Ms. Rhyne was a 
winner of the 2000 Metropolitan Opera National Council District Auditions, and is also a 
finalist in the upcoming 2001 MacAllister Opera competition in Indianapolis. She plans on 
pursuing her Master of Music degree at N01thwestem University after graduating from 
ISU. 
~11:i/ 'Watkins, trumpet soloist, a native of Texas, is in her first year of graduate study at 
Illinois State University pursuing a double Masters degree in Music Performance and Music 
Therapv. She received her Bachelors of Music degree in 2000 from Northwestern State 
University in Natchitoches, LA. Miss Watkins was a finalist in the I 997 International 
Women's Brass Conference solo competition and attended the Sewanee Summer Music 
Center and Festival in 1999 where she was one of the ten selected soloists in the annual 
concerto competition. This summer she will travel to Evansville, Indiana, the site of the 
2001 International Trumpet Guild Conference. There she will compete as one of three 
finalists in the annual solo competition. Miss Watkins holds professional membership in 
Sigma Alpha Iota International Music Fraternity and the International Trumpet Guild. Her 
teachers have included Galindo Rodriguez, David Scott, and Alan Cox. 
:Hua Xu., violin soloist, is a graduate student from Shanghai University, and completed his 
master's degree in violin performance at Roosevelt University in Chicago. After graduation 
he served as the associate concertmaster for Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra. His 
performance experiences include the Shanghai Opera House Orchestra, Shanghai Broadcast 
Symphony Orchestra, and Civic Orchestra of Chicago, among others. Mr. Xu's violin 
teachers have included Professor Wang Ren-yi, Si-hon Ma, and Cyrus Forough. Hua 
attended the Aspen Music School Conducting Seminar in 1998 and the Conducting 
Workshop at Illinois State University in 2000. His conducting teachers have included James 
Dixon, Rebecca Burkhardt, Robert Olson, Gary Hill, Murry Sidlin and Stanley DeRusha. 
He is cunently working on his master's degree in orchestral conducting. 
IS'll Symphony Orcliestra 
(j{enn 'Bwck,_ Music 'Director and Conductor 
Alfred E. Bartosik, co-conce rt111as1er 
Hua Xu, co-concertmasrer 
Stephanie A. Schmidtgall , principal second violin 
Melissa G. Abts 
Jamie L. Baker 
Natalie A. Chu 
Chri stine A. Fisher 
Elizabeth A. Hunt 
Chantal Khan 
Xavier D. Kimble 
Jennifer L. Kluchenek 
Jennifer T. Louie 
Ann M. Polishinski 
Michelle L. Warber 
'J&{a 
Dana M. Schwartz, co-principal 
Edith Klostermann, co-principal 
Julie M. Brown 
Mandy L. Desutter 
Pamela S. Kaufman 
Mona A. Seghatoleslami 
Ceifu 
Wang Ying, co- principal 
Charles H. Davenport, co-principal 
Stephanie M. Berg 
Jeffrey J. DeMarco 
Kim Martin 
Charles Stephen 
'Duu6Ce '13ass 
Grant Souder, principal 
Zachary D. Ginder 
Jeffrey T. Johnson 
Dave A. Wasserman 
J"fute 
Annie D'Amico, principal 
LeighAnn Singer 
Jamie L. Schwendinger 
06oe 
Cassandra R. Anderson, principal 
Vanessa M. Passini 
Cfarittet 
Sally Friedrich, principal 
Jennifer M. Bland 
Erik S. Tomlin, bass clarine/ 
'13assoon 
Scott Reynolds, principal 
Katie Bartel 
:;{om 
Thomas Weber, principal 
David A. Bostik 
Peter Dahlstrom 
Keri R. He1rnn 
Elizabeth L. Pattila 
'lrumpet 
Daren B. Wilkes , co-principal 
Jennifer R. Meyer 
Anna Melissa Reed 
William Withem 
'lrom6oru 
Scott Silder, principal 
Dan Maslowski 
Benjamin J. Bredemeier, bass trombone 
rru6a 
Chris J. Vivio , principal 
r unpaninercussion 
William F. Winters, principal timpani 
Abraham M. Cremeens 
William Roberts 
Jonathan Scarpelli 
Staff 
Hua Xu, assistant i·onductor 
Michelle Warber, manager/librarian 
Orcfustra Committu 
Eric S. Tomlin, chair 
Alfred E. Bartosik 
Pamela S. Kaufman 
Michelle Warber 
Daren Wilkes 
IS'll Instrumental J"acufty 
Kim Risinger,.flute 
Judith Dicker, oboe 
Aris Chavez, clarinet 
Michael Dicker, bassoon 
Joe Neisler, ham 
Amy Gilreath, trumpet 
Steve Parsons, trombone 
Jeff Graves, tuba/euphonium 
David Collier, percussion 
Sarah Gentry, violin 
Kate Hamilton , viola 
Greg Hamilton, cello 
William Koehler, bass 
IS'll 'llocaf :Facufty 
John Koch, baritone 
William McDonald, tenor 
Kathleen Randles, mezzo-soprano 
Michelle Vought, soprano 
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I 2000-2001 SEASON <David Commanday, :Music <Director 
IEORIA S~~1PHONY ORC;!.:STRA LZ&,. , lirti'i OVER HALF OF THE 1999-2000 CONCERTS SOLD OUT! 
I TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! CALL 671-1096. 
I The German CLMJic, Octoher 21, 2000, aft orcheJtra 
I The American Voice, Novemher 11, 200°' Stephen Safter.1, baritone 
Great VartiztionJ, Decemher 9, 200°' Barbara NtJ.1man, puuzo 
I 
Tchaikowk.11!, Fehruary 3, 2001, Sergei Kryfov, violin 
I A Touch o[Jazz, March~ 2001, Turtle Id/and Strin_q Quartet 
I Verdid Me.1.1a da Requiem, May 5, 2001, Ok.Jana KrovytJka, 
SopranojJennifer Roderetj Mezzo-Sop1w10j Tod Kowaftt".I, Tenorj JameJ I J(/eyfa, BaJ.1-Baritonej Bradley Community ChortLJj Iffinoi.:1 State 
Univer.1ity Ci,,ic Chorale e3 Concert Choir 
I I 
'Upcoming 'Events 
April 
23 8:00 p.m. KR H Jazz Banc! I 24 8:00 p.m . KRH ENCORE 1 Vocal Jazz Ensemble 
25 7:30 p.m. KRH Guitar Studio Recital 
25 8:00 p.m BA Symphonic Band & Uni versity Banc! 
26 6:00 p.m KRH Student Recital , Ann Polishinski , vio lin 
26 7:30 p.m. KRH Student Rec ital , Jennifer Louie, violin I 27 8:00 pm. BA Symphonic Winds 
28 10:00 a.m. BA State of Illinois In vitational High School Concert I Banc! Contest 
28 Noon KRH Student Recital , Jaimie Quiram, flute 
28 l:30p.m. KRH Student Recital , Sarah Spengler, flute I 28 3:00 p.m. KRH Student Recital , Jamie Schwendinger, flute 
28 4:30 p.m. KRH Student Recital , Charles Davenport, cello I 28 6:30 p.m. KRH Student Recital , Tracy Rhyne , soprano 
28 7:30 p.m. KRH Student Recital , Gregory Allen , trumpet 
28 8:00 p.m. NCHS African Drumming ancl Dance I 
29 3:00 p.m. BLRM Wine! Symphony 
29 7:00 p.m. UHS Choral College I 
May 
5 8:00 p.m. PCCA Verdi's Requiem, Civic Chorale & Concert Choir I with Peoria Symphony Orchestra 
I 
BA Braden Audito1ium, Bone Student Center 
KRH Kemp Recital Hall, Centennial East 
NCHS Normal Community High School 
BLRM Bone Student Center, Ballroom 
PCCA Peoria Civic Center Auditorium 
I 
